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more of the onerous compliment. He appears, however, in
1877, as Hon. Associate of the Academy of Venice.

His works have not been popularised abroad by trans-
lations, to which he is opposed, feeling not only that his
style would be difficult to render, but that the audiences
they would address could hardly be open to the appeal
he makes so distinctly to the mind and associations of
an English-speaking race. But his name is well enough
known in Italy, and not unknown in France. In 1864
M, Joseph Milsand, Browning's friend, in his EstMtique
Anglaise, more recently M. Ernest Chesneau in his Ecole
Anglaise* and M. Marcel Fouquier, have introduced him to
their countrymen, not without appreciation, though their
standpoint in art criticism was very different from his.
The diplomas of honorary membership lately received
from the Royal Academies of Antwerp "and Brussels show
that he is not unknown in Belgium.

A more striking form of distinction than empty titles
is the fact that Mr. Ruskin was the first writer whose
contemporaries, during his lifetime, formed societies to
study his work. There may be question of the usefulness
of their meetings, lectures, and publications; but there
can be no doubt that they represent real enthusiasm on
the part of readers. The first Ruskin Society was
founded in 1879 at Manchester, and was followed by the
Societies of London, Glasgow and Liverpool, still in
working. In 1887 the Ruskin Reading Guild was formed
in Scotland, with many local branches in England and
Ireland, and a journal, subsequently re-named Igdrasil^ to

* The English translation of which was edited by Mr. Ruskin. He
commissioned M. Chesneau to write a life of Turner, which after much
preparation and expense was abandoned.n iK%, as I have stated <w/V, p. 97.en
